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The Magi, from one of the many Crib Sets featured in
the St Mary’s Henlow Family Crib Festival this year

There’s more online:

— Phil & Sue
With our love, prayers and very best wishes,
And finally...
Finally, a HUGE thank you to everyone who has
encouraged and supported us along the way, with
special thanks to the people of Henlow and Langford.
It’s been wonderful to see the two churches grow in
confidence, faith and love: long may that continue!

May the Wisdom of the Magi
and the Light of Christ’s
Advent Star guide you
and illuminate your way
this Christmas
and throughout the coming year

GroomNews
Christmas 2015

WELCOME to GroomNews Christmas 2015! Another
year almost over as we wonder where the time went as
we prepare to celebrate the wonder of God With Us as
we prepare to move home and boat as we — phew: got
all that? Exciting times here on Planet Groomsville!
Introducing the Next Archdeacon of Wilts
If you saw the announcements in November, you can
skip this; but for those who missed it, we’re delighted
to announce that Sue has been appointed as the next
Archdeacon of Wilts in the Diocese of Salisbury. So
what, you may wonder, is an Archdeacon? Think of it
as the Church of England’s equivalent of an Area
Manager: instead of looking after her own parish, Sue
will be working with lots of parishes, supporting their
mission and ministry and helping clergy and PCCs as
they deal with various administrative, legal and other
issues. Want to know more? See the press release on the
Salisbury diocesan website: salisbury.anglican.org/
news/a-new-archdeacon-for-wilts
What about Phil?
Good question! He’s handing in his notice at

Almost Update
No edition of GroomNews would be complete without
an Almost update, so here it is: our fridge died. Sob!
After 25 years loyal service, no less, on the first night of
this year’s holiday! Boat fridges don’t come cheap, alas:
a replacement would have cost at least £600; but after
much asking around, we found someone who could fix
it and it’s back in action, cool as ever, for only £60.
Research News: almost there!
The end is in sight for Sue’s research as she works on
her final chapter (the conclusion, of course) and pulls
everything together before submission next year—gulp!
Sainsbury’s with a transfer request to Devizes, where
we’ll be based (living only 100 yards from the Kennet &
Avon Canal) but there are no vacancies there right now
so we’re looking at a period (hopefully brief) where
he’ll be Archdeacon’s Estate Manager. In other words,
baking cakes and looking after house & garden until he
finds paid work. Baking cakes? Yes indeed: his new
hobby — here’s his latest, this year’s Christmas cake:

His other creations (or concoctions, depending on your
point of view) this year have included cheese scones,
apple cinnamon cakes, apple & apricot cakes and a
cherry-lemon loaf.

