
Almost passes Hull Survey
Last year it was the cabin sides and roof that received 
lots of TLC; this year it was the hull — and we’re 
delighted to report that after 25 years the deepest 
pitting in Almost’s 6mm steel plate proved to be only 
0.6mm, so at this rate she should outlast us. Here she is 
in dry dock: 

 

The weather was much kinder to us this year for yet 
another cruise along the Nene to Peterborough and 
back — and we even managed to fit in a day-trip on the 
Nene Valley Steam Railway: whoooo-whooooooooooo!
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May the Light of Christ
the Joy of Mary

and the Love of Joseph
surround and accompany you

wherever you go and 
whatever you do
this Christmas

and throughout the coming year

WELCOME to another edition of our infamous annual 
newsletter, in which we shall attempt to entertain, 
inform and perhaps even enlighten you rather than 
bore you too much with the minutiae of our lives...

Don’t Shoot: Sue made a Canon!
That, beloved reader, is Canon spelt with a single ‘n’ in 
the middle and it’s essentially the Church of England’s 
equivalent of a New Year’s Honour, which Sue received 
from the Bishop of St Albans in March this year. Read 
the churchwardens’ announcement here: 
www.henlowchurch.org.uk/henlow-
news-2014.htm#honorarycanon

Research Update: Paper delivered in Durham
Sue’s write-up of her research is proceeding in fits and 
starts as she struggles to balance it with the demands of 
her work as a parish priest and DDO. In June, however, 
she was able to give a paper at a research conference in 
Durham outlining some of her findings. It’s all about 
the use of the language of formation in ordination 
training: feel free to ask her if you want the details!

Groom Family Weddings
It’s been another year of wedding bells ringing amongst 
our nephews and nieces: congratulations to Ben & 
Laura, Catherine & Pete and Andrew & Cheryl.

Online and Interactive
In between stacking the supermarket shelves, Phil’s 
been as busy as ever with his various online projects, 
including revamping our own church website (links 
below) and keeping the UK Christian Bookshops 
Directory updated, christianbookshops.org.uk. Find 
him on twitter @notbovvered or on facebook at 
facebook.com/philgroom if you’re incurably curious.

With our love, best wishes for Christmas and prayers 
for peace in the coming year,

Phil & Sue
www.langfordchurch.org.uk  
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